Cumann na nGaedhael Government
Irish Free State (1922 – 1932)

W.T. Cosgrave (President of the Executive Council)

Kevin O’Higgins (Minister for Home Affairs & Justice)

Earnest Blythe (Minister for Finance)
Richard Mulcahy (Minister for Defense)

Eoin MacNeill (Minister for Education)

Patrick Hogan (Minister for Agriculture)
1) Government formed from Pro-Treaty Sinn Féin TDs

2) 1st Priority to defeat Anti-Treaty IRA 

3) Promote confidence in Free State institutions

4) Little governmental experience

Internal Political, Legal & Military Stability:

Cumann na nGaedhael prioritised the defeat of the Anti-Treaty IRA and 
the foundation of stable, popular institutions. In order to do this, they 
created an unarmed police force, the ‘Civic Guard’ re-named An Garda
Síochana in 1924 which became a hallmark of Cumann na nGaedhael’s desire to “remove the gun from Irish society”. Memories of atrocities by Black & Tans, British Army etc. made the unarmed police force very popular to the Irish population. 
The introduction by Kevin O’Higgins of Public Safety Acts in 1923 & 1924 in conjunction with the Courts of Justice Act (1924) created the legislation and state bodies to deal with anti-treaty IRA members who posed a serious threat to the political and social stability of the early Irish Free State. These acts & institutions helped to further stabilise the young state and convince moderate anti-treaty supporters of the viability of the new state. 
The Army Mutiny of 1924 was a severe test of the viability and direction of the new Irish Free State. Free State Army officers, (March/Dalton/Tobin) disappointed at the proposed reduction in army numbers, reduction in pay and a general unease at the slow nature of the government’s progress towards a Republic, declared their unwillingness to support the government. Having communicated their disappointment directly to Cosgrave, they followed this up by mobilising about 100 officers and soldiers. 
The Government’s considered response, by appointing Eoin O’Duffy as General Officer of the Army and forcing Richard Mulcahy to resign, while offering an inquiry into the structure & operations of the Army, helped to diffuse the tension surrounding the possibility of a coup d’état. The end result was a significant reduction in the size of the army, while improving some conditions such as the introduction of pensions. The more important result of this crisis was that the Government had now firmly placed the Army under its control and protected the democratic institutions of the state. 










(Pg. 128 – 134)

Priorities


Defeat Anti-Treaty IRA�


Stabilise, protect & enhance democratic political institutions�


Stabilise economy & develop infrastructure & trade�


Develop & expand Irish sovereignty & international diplomatic presence





Developing Infrastructure & Trade


Agricultural Economy (86% of Exports)�(670,000 workers)


Industry �(60% of Export Earnings) �Few Large Firms


Inadequate Power (electricity) supply





6,000 income tax payers�


£20 million to spend per annum


90% of Free State trade with Britain/ N. Ireland


Irish Banks HQ in London


Free State used Sterling


New Free State Currency issued (1927)





























Economic Policy








Joseph Brennan & J.J. McElligott


(advisers to Earnest Blythe)








Agricultural Credit Corporation (1927)


Land Commission





Fiscal Inquiry Committee


Tarriff Commission (1926)








Shannon Hydro-Electric Scheme (1923 - 1929)











Loans to Farmers





Create Viable Farms





Keep Free Trade


(partial protectionism)





Develop ‘national electricity grid’ & power industry





The Need to Balance 


desire for increasing sovereignty


with 


the reality of dependence on British Market 


& 


Small tax base





Low-tax fiscal policy


Cuts to wages of teachers, Gardaí & other civil servants (1930 – 1931)


Cut in pensions (1st Budget)





Balancing Budget 


& 


Avoiding Borrowing





�


Internal Political Stability:


Defeating Anti-Treaty IRA & stabilising the political and legal institutions of the Irish Free State


(Pg. 92 – 108)


























Anglo-Irish & International Presence:


Developing & increasing the perception & reality of Irish Sovereignty


(Page 120 – 122)
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Defeating Anti-Treaty IRA & Stabilising political institutions





Court System





Civil Service





Unarmed Police





End of Anti-Treaty Dáil Abstentionism





Centralised Governmental Control of Local Government (county councils)





Statute �of�Westminster�(1931)





Balfour Declaration


(1926)








Ministers & Secretaries Act (1924)





Courts of Justice Act (1924)





The Civic Guard (An Garda Síochána) (1923)


Electoral Amendment Act (1927)����Local Council Act (1925)














Constitution of the Irish Free State�(based on Anglo-Irish Treaty 1921)


Membership of the League of Nations (1923)


Membership of the Council of Ministers (1930)


Imperial Conferences (1920’s)


Formation of Irish Diplomatic Service (1920’s)





AIMS





Legislation, State Bodies & Organisations





Result








