India 1920 – 1946
Gandhi espoused ‘satyagraha’ (peaceful non-cooperation) 

This became official Indian Congress Party policy during the 1920’s. There were some incidences of violence amongst Congress supporters. 

By the 1930’s, there were 4.5 million supporters of the Indian National Congress. 

(1930’s) Congress Party aim: ‘Purna Swaraj’ (complete independence) & a secular state.  Why a secular state?*
What were the British fears concerning Indian Independence?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Government of India Act (1935)
· Right to Vote in provincial Assemblies extended to 1/6 of population

· Provinces gained more control of their own local affairs

1937 Elections
· Indian National Congress decided to run in provincial elections
· Recorded a massive, sweeping victory
World War II
1. India was crucial to the British & Allied War effort in the East. 

2. Japanese entry to the war in 1941 stiffened Indian Nationalist support

3. Some Indian Nationalists sided with the Japanese (Subhas Chandra Bose)

4. Offer of ‘dominion status’ or independence offered by Sir Stafford Cripps to be enacted after WWII to ensure Indian support for Allied War effort

5. Indian National Congress wanted immediate independence: → ‘Quit India’ Campaign (1942)
6. Most of the Congress leaders were arrested. 
7. 2.5 million Indians fought in WWII

8. Food shortages led to a famine in 1943 in Bengal (estimated 3 million deaths) 

Labour Party forms British Government in May 1945

Labour Party won the British General Election in May 1945: 

“morally committed to speeding up the process of Independence for India”
Advantages of Indian Independence: 

1. Massive decrease in costs as troops would not be stationed in India

2. Trade would be unaffected if handled properly

3. An independent India would help to resist the spread of Communism in Asia. 

QUESTION: How to settle the conflicting demands of Hindus (Indian National Congress) & Muslims (Muslim League)

Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
1. Muslim League President (1935) 

2. Author of Lucknow Pact (1916)

3. Hindus = 70% of population

4. Jobs had been given to Congress supporters in the Provinces (usually Hindus)

5. Muslim feared for their own interests considering the few seats that they won in provincial assemblies, yet many Muslim leaders in the Indian National Congress Party. 

6. By the early 1940’s, Jinnah had lost faith in the Indian National Congress’ ability to promote and secure Muslim interests.

Lahore Resolution

A resolution demanding an independent Muslim state to be called PAKISTAN
P: Punjab

A: Afghania
KI: Kashmir

S: Sindh

TAN: Balochistan

Would this really protect Muslim interests? 

How would the formation of a new independent state (Pakistan) be brought about considering the vast spread of Muslims through India?
Lord Wavell (British Viceroy) begins talks with Indian National Congress.

Ali Jinnah puts pressure on Wavell to ensure Muslims are not forced into an independent India.

Provincial Elections (1946)

· The separate Muslim electorate voted hugely (83%) for the Muslim League in the Provincial Elections of 1946. 

· Bitterness became extreme between the Indian National Congress & the Muslim League throughout the campaign

· Ali Jinnah called for Muslims to “stand for Pakistan”
                                                                         ↓

                                                   Partition was now inevitable
Other attempts at brokering an agreement (1946) 
     Cabinet Mission (1946)

     Interim Government (containing representatives of Hindus & Muslims) 

