Independence: Partition & Violence
1946 – 1947
________________________________________________







August 1947: Radcliffe Boundary Recommendations Published

1. Divided the Punjab & Bengal = massive population movements/ conflicts due to ‘land-grabbing’/ conflict, starvation & death during population movements 
2. ‘Radcliffe Line’ was highly contentious due to the nature of both the necessary population movements & the lateness of the publication itself
3. Pakistan divided into two parts: East Pakistan & West Pakistan, both 1,000 miles apart.  

Causes of Violence:

· British Troops withdrawing on same day as publication of Radcliffe Plan
· Large numbers of trained & experienced Indian soldiers who were now without British officers controlling them

· Ethnic Cleansing occurred in Bengal & Punjab regions

· Hindus & Sikhs robbed, attacked, raped & murdered in west part of province of Punjab

· Muslims robbed, attacked, raped & murdered in east part of province of Punjab

· General breakdown in law & order. Widespread confusion, resentment and anger, especially amongst Muslims due to some of Mountbatten’s actions. 

· Violence denounced by Muslim & Hindu leaders; however, some local leaders of both organizations were involved in the violence
· Refugee camps on both sides of new border ill-equipped to deal with the numbers involved. Little international aid available also. (Lady Mountbatten)

Results of Violence & Displacement: 
1. 200,000 – 1,000,000 people died

2. 8 million Hindus & Sikhs fled to India

3. Little international aid to help refugees & displaced persons

4. Continued tension & further conflict between India & Pakistan
5. Ali Jinnah rejected Mountbatten as Viceroy of Pakistan
Appointment of Lord Mountbatten��June 1948 announced as date of withdrawal by British





Appointed in March 1947


�Good relations with Nehru & Gandhi





Appeared ‘pro-Hindu’ to Muslims





Reputation as a successful military commander





Recognised Partition as only realistic option





Issue: Timeframe for Withdrawal & Solving ‘Contested Regions’ & mixed Populations





Mountbatten made alterations to the frontier between India & Pakistan after objections by Nehru
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Boundary Commission





Sir Cyril Radcliffe





37 days to conclude boundaries of Bengal & Punjab


Used out-dated maps and inaccurate census figures


Radcliffe had NEVER been to India before





PUNJAB





Lahore                 Amritsar





Mixed populations in Punjab


Majority of Muslims in west of Punjab


Majority Sikh/ Hindu in East Punjab


PUNJAB was divided between the Lahore & Amritsar regions





3rd June 1947: Mountbatten Plan published





18th July1947: Indian Independence Act 





15th August 1947: Date for British Withdrawal





15th August 1947: Radcliffe Recommendations published

















