Coleraine University Controversy
“electrified the nationalist side……and was the spark that ignited the civil rights movement”
- John Hume
Key Points:
· Why a second University for Northern Ireland?
· Why did the Lockwood Committee choose Coleraine as a suitable site?
· Why were the citizens of Derry outraged at the decision to locate the second university in Coleraine and not Derry?
· How significant is the cross-community efforts of the Derry citizens to reverse the Lockwood Committee decision?
What impacts did this decision have on: 
a) Cross-community relations in Derry? 
b) Deepening the impression of an ‘East/ West’ divide in Northern Ireland?
c) Deepening and provoking the Civil Rights Movement of the late 1960’s?
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1961: Robbins Committee set up to report on future of higher education in Britain

May 1963: Stormont government decides to establish a committee to investigate needs of higher education in Northern Ireland 

Autumn 1963: Sir John Lockwood will be secretary to committee, consisting of eight people with expertise in different aspects of education, four based in England and none Catholic.

June 1964: Lockwood Committe draws up its shortlist – Magee is not included.
14th Jan 1965: O'Neill controversially receives Lemass in Belfast.
30th Jan 1965: Basil McFarland, former mayor of Derry, says he doubts Lockwood report will “do Derry much good” leading to foundation of University for Derry Committee (also known as Action Committee).


8th Feb 1965: Large protest meeting at Guildhall in Derry.

9th Feb 1965: O'Neill is first Northern Irish Prime Minister to visit Dublin since 1921.


10th Feb 1965: Lockwood Report published recommending Coleraine as site for new university and Magee College to be closed down.

18th Feb 1965: Two-minute silence in Derry with many shops and businesses closed in protest. Opposition is cross-community. 2,000 vehicle motorcade to Stormont led jointly by Derry's Unionist Mayor and a Nationalist MP.
Mar 1965: Lockwood shocked at bitter reaction to his decision and at length and scale of parliamentary debate (three days). Despite heated discussion and defection of two Unionists MPs, O'Neill's government wins the vote 27-19.

May 1965: Magee trustees agree to compromise whereby the college will become a constituent college of Coleraine University, with full degree courses – not honoured.
May 1965: Unionist MP Robert Nixon makes his “nameless, faceless men” allegation, backed up by Nationalist MP Patrick Gormley – that hardline Unionists had approached O'Neill and advised him against any future development for Derry (educational, economic or otherwise) so that an increase in Catholic voters would not materialise and Unionist control of Derry would not end. Nixon expelled from UPP and a petition of 15,000 names fails to move the government to investigate the matter.

1969: Magee College absorbed into new University of Ulster.
Civil Rights Movement & John Hume
John Hume reflects on the background to his role in the University for Derry campaign and the consequences of that involvement
Our growing sense of isolation was enhanced by the closure of our rail links to Donegal in 1953 and to Dublin in 1965, and the subsequent downgrading of the link to Belfast.  When Prime Minister [Terence] O'Neill embarked on a modernisation campaign in 1963, he focused on the area to the east of the River Bann, overlooking Derry and its environs.  The final straw was the recommendation, in 1965, that a new university be constructed in the small neighbouring town of Coleraine, rather than in the city of Derry, which already had the historic buildings of Magee College, the obvious site for a new seat of learning.  All of these grievances produced an inevitable momentum, which led to the dynamic and widely supported campaign.  And all of it is encapsulated in Seamus Deane's poem 'Derry':

The unemployment in our bones,
Erupting in our hands like stones:
The thought of violence a relief
The act of violence a grief;
Our bitterness and love
Hand in glove...

Monologue and Dialogue
These were the conditions that led me into public life.  I had been one of the lucky ones: I was the first of my generation to take advantage of the 1947 Education Act and get myself to university.  My education allowed me to put something back into my community.  I became involved in housing and poverty and self-help organisations.  Along with others, I helped establish the Derry Credit Union movement - the first in Northern Ireland - in 1960, and the Derry Housing Association in 1965.  That was followed by the development of a small smoked salmon enterprise, housed near the city and acquiring the salmon, naturally, from the Foyle, one of the biggest salmon fisheries in Europe...
I became chairman of the University for Derry campaign when both traditions in the city united in protest against the decision to site the new university in Coleraine.  It was a battle we'd lost before we began, but it was still significant, showing us the potential for moving forward through non-violent direct action.  In later years, the futility of establishing the university on a greenfield site was exposed.  And I am proud to say that today the Magee campus of the University of Ulster is flourishing in Derry, and I hold the Tip O'Neill Chair in Peace Studies there.  This has allowed me to bring international figures to the city to discuss many key aspects of conflict transformation - among them Bill and Hillary Clinton, Kofi Annan, Michel Rocard, Romano Prodi, Kadar Asmal, Bertie Ahern, Garret FitzGerald and Maurice Hayes.

This campaign was my personal introduction to the potency of non-violent direct action.  We had watched and applauded the principled tactics of Martin Luther King in the southern states of America, and he has remained a hero for me.  One of my proudest moments, many years later, was to found a lasting friendship with his widow and family when I was awarded the Martin Luther King Prize.  The American civil rights movement in the 1960s gave birth to our own.  Their successes were, for us, a cause of hope.  The songs of their movement were also ours.  It was Martin Luther King's wise counsel that violence is both impractical and immoral as a means of justice that rang in our ears. 
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Lockwood Committee Report published:�a) Coleraine is chosen as site for 2nd University�b) Magee College to be shut down�





2-minute silence & cross-community motorcade to Stormont to protest Lockwood Committee findings�(18th February 1965)





Stormont Government wins vote to pass Lockwood Committee recommendations after three days of debate: 27-19�(March 1965)
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