Reasons for Katangan Secession
· Katanga seceded from the ‘chaos’ of the New Democratic Republic of Congo

· Katanga was protecting its own vital economic and political interests by removing itself from the new state

· Tribal politics underpinned this dramatic move, as concerns were expressed in Katanga and the Western World about the ‘nationalistic’ nature of Lumumba’s Government. Implication of Communist leaning was damaging to Lumumba. Somewhat supported by his anti-Belgian Independence Day speech 

· Lumumba did not take into account the broader, international realities of the Cold War when criticizing the Belgians so much on Independence Day.

· After Lumumba attempted to ‘Africanise’ the army, many of the soldiers rebelled against their officers. Rioting and looting took place throughout Leopoldville. This was the excuse that Katanga required to ‘remove’ themselves from Congolese independence. 

· Katanga wanted to protect their close political and economic ties with Belgium and the Western World. There was a significant fear that Lumumba might nationalise their copper and uranium industries in Katanga. 

· Lumumba’s style of leadership was erratic and uncertain. His speech on the day of independence, was highly emotive and damaging to Congolese-Belgian relations. Inexperience & naiveté. 

· ‘Flight of Whites’ i.e. Belgians now fleeing an unstable Congo in fear of their physical and economic lives. 

United Nations & Resolution 143 
· Required the Belgians to remove their military presence from the Congo and offered military assistance to Congo until it was stable. 
· International peacekeeping force (UNOC) plus creating a large civilian task force to run public services

· No mention of intervention in Katanga

Cold War Tensions & American Perspective
· American view of Lumumba is that he is a “Castro or worse” (Allen Dulles, CIA) 

· Lumumba’s request of assistance from the USSR. 
· ‘Domino effect’ of Soviet influence throughout the African continent 

· Lumumba’s removal “an urgent and prime objective” 

Lumumba’s Removal, Arrest & Murder
· Disintegration of civil government:
Lumumba (supported by Soviets) V. Kasavubu (supported by Western Powers)

Mobutu seizes control. 

Mobutu’s role in establishing order with western help further divided the country but spelled the end of Lumumba’s political ambitions. 

Lumumba now supported by Soviets. 

Resolution 161 
· To rid the Congo of all foreign military apart from UN personnel

· To remove the threat of further conflict and division in the Congo and prevent a civil war

· To investigate Lumumba’s assassination
· Gave the UN the power to intervene military = peace enforcement = end Secession of Katanga

Operation Rumpuch

Ooperation Morthor
Resolution 169 – Remove all foreign troops from Katanga (and therefore end secession of Kataqnga)

Operation Grand Slam: 
· to prevent further deterioration between Adoula (Congolese Govt.) and Tshombe (Katangan State) as no agreements were being reached

· UN & US were afraid of general collapse of the Congo & Katanga into Communist control.

· Western Powers & UN forcibly brought about the end of Katangan Secession on 14th January 1963. 
