Sunningdale Executive 1973 - 1974:

Negotiations, Power-Sharing, Opposition & UUUC
Context & Origins:
· Dissolution of Stormont Parliament & End to ‘Majority Rule’
· Implementation of ‘Direct Rule’ (1972)

· William Whitelaw as 1st Secretary of State for N. Ireland

· William Whitelaw’s twin-track proposal for future of N. Ireland: 




Pro- Power-Sharing                                                              Anti-Power-Sharing
Brian Faulkner & ‘Pledged’ UUP members                                           Harry West & ‘Un-Pledged’ UUP

SDLP                                                                                                             Ian Paisley & DUP                                 
Alliance Party                                                                                             Craig & Vanguard Party

N. Ireland Labour Party                                                                            Orange Order***           

Composition of Power-Sharing Executive:

· 6 Pledged UUP (Faulkner)

· 4 SDLP (Fitt)

· 1 Alliance Party

Chief Executive: Brian Faulker (UUP)
Deputy Chief Executive: Gerry Fitt (SDLP)

Sunningdale Conference (Negotiations): 6- 9th December 1973

British & Irish Governments, Faulkner (UUP), Fitt/Hume (SDLP), Napier (Alliance Party)
Francis Pym – New Secretary of State for N. Ireland

SDLP – strongly advocate the ‘Irish Dimension’ (Hume)*
SDLP – less emphasis on Council of Ireland (Fitt/ Devlin)*
Faulkner – Irish Govt. must delete Articles 2 & 3 & combat IRA
Sunningdale Agreement December 1973

N. Ireland Executive (Assembly)

&

Proposed Council of Ireland:
· Council of Ministers

· Consultative Assembly (30 from Dáil & 30 from Assembly)
· Permanent Secretariat

· Anglo-Irish Special Commission

· Declaration from Republic of Ireland & UK of ‘Consent’ as a guiding principle for N. Ireland
UUUC & UWC Strike:

Opposition amongst Unionists grow - disruption in Power-Sharing Assembly (Paisley) - riots on street. 
Ulster Unionist Council (UUC) vote against Power-Sharing by 427 – 374

Formation of UWC (Ulster Workers’ Council) in March 1974: Workers & Loyalists led by Paisley, West & Craig….Eventually UDA became involved, shutting businesses and using intimidation. (power stations)

Stormont Assembly was barricaded & protestors were not removed by RUC/ British Army

Dublin & Monaghan Bombings (UVF)

‘Spongers’ Speech’ by Harold Wilson (1974)

Faulkner resigned (27th May 1974)

Sunningdale Power-Sharing Executive collapsed (28th of May 1974)



Power-Sharing


&


‘Irish Dimension’





UUUC





Sunningdale Power-Sharing Executive


1/1/1974





28/5/1974





Power-Sharing Executive





Assembly





Council of Ireland


???








Direct Rule (1972)


Darlington Conference (1972)


“The Future of N. Ireland”


“N. Ireland Constitutional Proposals”


Border Poll (March 1973) 


Assembly Elections June 1973











