A Lord/Lady living in a Medieval Castle
People in History

_______________________________________________

SRS 1: My name is Lord Matthew and I live in a stone castle on a hill overlooking the town of Coventry. I rule over this barony, which was granted to me by the King in return for my loyalty to him in the previous war. The barony consists of many small towns and peasants’ farmlands. Under the feudal system, I am supported by Vassals and defended by Knights along with archers and foot-soldiers. The peasants are made up of Freemen and Serfs, both of whom are my subjects, except Serfs must ask my permission to marry. This is a strict society, and I am the centre of law and order within it. 
SRS 2: The castle was originally a wooden Motte & Bailey, with the Motte at the top of the hill, where we would seek shelter and protection if someone attacked us. I had a stone castle built as it is much larger and far safer. The high, strong Curtain Walls form the outer protection of the castle. It has a moat of water all around it, with a drawbridge as the only access to the castle. The drawbridge can be withdrawn and the iron portcullis lowered if anyone attacks the castle. The castle is defended by archers from the battlements and turrets, with arrow slits for protected firing. 

SRS 3: I live in the Keep of the castle, which is situated in the Bailey (inner courtyard of the castle). Here, my knights and soldiers are housed in the Bailey. In the Keep, there are many rooms and floors. The Great Hall is where is hold my banquets and feasts, with minstrels and jesters to entertain us while we eat. The dungeons are in the basement of the building, where I hold prisoners but also house the food and supplies needed for the castle. There is a chapel where I pray with my priest every day. On the upper floors are my living quarters. There is a south-facing Solar for the Lady of the Castle. The Lady attends to household duties such as the servants and preparations for banquets. Her pastimes include embroidery, music and needlework. 
SRS 4: I enjoy many pastimes and activities such as hawking, which is my favourite. I take my hawk out and he hunts other birds and small animals. I also play chess with my priest.  I attend tournaments and jousts with my lady. The Knights compete for favour and reward. There is always great excitement when the Knights take each other on in tourneys (mock battles). I also have a lot of important business to attend to – harvest figures, setting taxes, dues and rents. Sometimes, I have to decide on a dispute between two of my subjects.
SRS 5: When I was young my father sent me to another castle to learn to become a Lord and a Knight. At the age of seven, I became a Page, learning to use a sword. I was also trained to always be chivalrous and polite. At the age of fourteen, I became a Squire, learning how to fight on horseback and use many weapons. At the age of 21, I became a Knight, before returning to my father’s castle. Now, as the Lord of my castle, I attend ‘Dubbing Ceremonies’, where I grant Knighthoods to the Squires who have successfully made it through their training. 

SRS 6: The code of chivalry is most important to me and my knights. During my training and the training of my knights, chivalry is the most important value-system that we teach. It is important always to be kind to women and children, and always be polite and have good manners. It is also important that courage is instilled in my Knights, so that they are always loyal to me and the King, and loyal to God. 
SRS 7: When I go to war, I am accompanied by my Knights, archers & foot-soldiers. I wear plate armour on my chest, a helmet on my head and chain-mail underneath. I have many weapons to choose from: sword, shield, mace and lance. My archers carry bows and arrows and crossbows. My foot-soldiers carry swords, daggers and lances. I have to direct and plan the battle with my knights, and I also lead my men from the front!

SRS 8: When I am not in battle, I wear silks. I came across this wonderful fabric while fighting in the Holy Land during the Crusades. I also attend marriage ceremonies of my subjects and noblemen. Serfs must ask my permission before they marry. 


Code of Chivalry


-Always protect women & children


-Never run from a battle


-Always show loyalty & respect to the Lord/ King


-Always be loyal to God








Feudal System


-Lord 


-Vassals


-Knights


-Freemen


-Serfs








Castle


-Former Motte & Bailey�-Stone Castle�-Moat�-Curtain Walls�-Drawbridge�-Portcullis�-Battlements�-Turrets�-Arrow Slits�-Bailey





Pastimes


-Chess


-Hawking


-Hunting


-Attending Jousts


-Attending Tourneys








Training of a Knight 


-Page: 7 years old 


-Squire: 14 years old


-‘Dubbing Ceremony’: 21 years old











