Phrasal Verbs 10 - 12

· Volunteering

I wanted to help out at a local shelter for homeless people. I put my name forward to help out three times a week. As far as I was concerned, it wasn’t a hand out, it was a hand up. These shelters count on the generosity of people giving their time to help out. I had volunteered in the past and wanted to get back into this kind of work.  Many of the people looking for shelter have to go without food or a place to eat for many nights, therefore it is vital to them. 
Sometimes it is people who are simply in trouble with their families and often they grow out of this problem. Others are long-term unemployed. We went out fund-raising for the shelter, handing out leaflets about the need for funds. We got a good reception; most people were willing to donate a little which would mean a lot to the centre financially. 

· The Hold-Up

Three men robbed a store yesterday in Dublin. The three masked men broke into the store, threatening to do away with the manager if he didn’t hand over the cash. The manager was very shaken after his ordeal and stated that he was certain they were going to kill him. When the robbers were escaping, they almost drove over an old woman who was coming into the store. 

The police have stated that they are looking into this case and believe that it is the same gang who robbed another store two months ago. They are appealing for any witnesses to come forward to help identify the suspects involved. Apart from this, they have run out of leads on both cases. They hope that some new evidence will turn up at some point in the investigation. 

· Shopping

I went shopping on Saturday with my best friend. We wanted to check out the latest deals in Top Shop and other stores. I had used up all my credit in my phone and couldn’t call her when she failed to show up at our agreed meeting place. I wandered around town while waiting for her, dropping into different shops and trying on different outfits. 
When she finally turned up, she said she liked my outfit but said I should think it over  before buying it. She said she had been busy with work setting up a meeting between her boss and a customer. She said that the customer was very angry with their product and had sent it back for a refund. The boss was refusing to pay up and therefore an argument broke out** (started) with the customer. 

