Phrasal Verbs 27 – 28
Idiom Headings
‘Back to the Drawing Board’    &    ‘An Arm and a Leg’

The company began researching new products to develop when they realised that they were falling behind their competitors. A special R & D department was set up to look into these new products, hoping to find out whether they could catch up with their competitors or not. A lot of ideas were put forward, with some being ruled out straight away due to complexity and cost. One of the best ideas that they came up with was a new type of software package that could deal with all types of transactions. Months of work went into its development and a lot of time and effort was dedicated to getting it up and running. There were many snags in the program however, and even with collaboration between many engineering departments, they could not iron out all the problems. In the end, it was decided to shelve the project indefinitely. Everyone had been counting on this new software to bring the company back to competitiveness, but now it was a case of ‘back to the drawing board’. They would have to start from scratch and find something new. The whole process cost the company an ‘arm and a leg’. 
‘Burn the Midnight Oil’
With my final year exams coming up, I decided to dedicate all my time to maximising my results for the final year. I knew I would have to give all my time to this if I wanted a good overall result. Getting a good job after university meant that I would have to obtain an honours degree. Starting with economics, I decided to break down each chapter into succinct notes. I jotted down the main points with a brief explanation, counting on my ability to explain fully each point when I had to in the exam. I asked around amongst my friends for any tips they had for the Politics & French exams. More than once, I had to cross out some mistakes I had made. Day and night, I worked on four different subjects simultaneously. I ‘burned the midnight oil’ day after day, working until 3 a.m. most nights. I had to cut back on sleep even! I had to figure out a way of staying awake until late and still manage to get up early each morning. As a motivation, I promised myself I would get back into sport after the exams. I just didn’t have time to get round to cycling and football right now. I also had to hand in two projects before the end of May, which was only putting me under more pressure. I had to just hang in there and work day and night. It would be worth it in the end. I kept on doing the same things every day; starting with economics, then politics, then french and finally finishing with history. I was looking forward to it all being finished and hitting the hay early every night. 
