Phrasal Verbs 7 – 9
· The Plane Crash

After leaving Dublin Airport, en route to Rome, the Boeing aircraft developed problems over the Irish Sea. The pilots checked over all the controls, but found nothing wrong. Suddenly, the plane dropped 1,000 feet and began to shake all over. The left wing of the plane started to come apart, scaring all the passengers. Counting on an airport being close by, the pilots made a decision to dump their fuel and change course. The pilots fought with the plane all the way to the airfield, refusing to give up. 

The plane continued to lose altitude, dipping below 2,000 feet. The passengers’ hearts were in their mouths, hanging onto hope against all the odds. A fire broke out in the back of the plane, filling the cabin with smoke and choking the passengers. The pilots found it next to impossible to control the plane, holding onto the controls for dear life. The pilot called up the air traffic controller, demanding an immediate landing slot. Once the emergency had been called in, the airport emergency crew swung into action and deployed all their emergency vehicles along the runway. The plane landed with a thud, veering left and right on the runway. Eventually, it came to a stop and all the passengers and crew evacuated quickly, relieved that they had survived a terrible ordeal. 
· The Big Argument
The argument began over responsibility for customer feedback. Maria accused John of being unprofessional in his attitudes towards customers’ feedback. She pointed out the different mistakes and incomplete reports that he had filed over the last six months. John felt that Maria was simply putting him down and picking on him. This annoyed Maria even more, as she felt that John was letting everyone down. Maria said that it was John’s job to look after customer feedback. The CEO, Frank, came upon their argument and promised to look into the problem. One way or the other, the dispute had to be settled properly, as it was going on all the time. 
John pleaded his innocence to the CEO, accusing Maria of passing the buck. Frank decided he would have to pore over the details of the dispute and figure out an agreeable compromise between Maria and John. Frank knew he could not put off dealing with this situation any longer. He certainly did not want to put up with arguments every day in the office. He knew he had to sort it out and fast. 
· The Scientific Discovery 

When the nuclear physicists were attempting to find the ‘God-Particle’ in the CERN laboratory, they knew they were looking for a needle in a haystack. Time and time again, different attempts had been made to find this particle. But all these attempts were like ships in the night. When looking into combining all their efforts in one place and under one roof, the scientists decided to call upon the best minds in the world to try out their theories in CERN. Some scientists turned down the offer and continued working on their own. The scientists at CERN knew they had to figure out the different engineering problems first, before getting down to the nitty-gritty of the particle acceleration itself. 
