Short Questions
JC History Higher & Ordinary Level
1. Explain the meaning of ‘AD’ and ‘BC’. 

A.D. _______________________________________________________
B.C. _______________________________________________________
2. What is the difference between a Primary Source & a Secondary Source? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Mention two methods an archaeologist would use to date objects that have been found

Method Name (1) ________________________________________________
Method Name (2) ________________________________________________
4. What special name is given to objects discovered by archaeologists? ________________________
5. Name two tools/ instruments that archaeologists would use while working on a site. ________________________________________________________
6. Name two types of written sources that historians can use when finding out about the past 

 i) __________________________

ii) __________________________
7. Explain two of the following terms:
     bias;   propaganda;    museum. 


a) ____________________________________________________________________

b) ____________________________________________________________________
8. In relation to documents, what is an archive? _______________________________________________________________________________

9. What does ‘Prehistory’ mean? _____________________________________________________________________________


10. Why were the earliest times known as the Stone Age? ____________________________________________________________________________


11. What is meant by the term ‘hunter-gatherer’? ____________________________________________________________________________


12. Name two advances made by Neolithic people. 
a) ___________________________________________________________________
b) ___________________________________________________________________


13. What was ‘wattle & daub’? ____________________________________________________________________________


14. Name one ancient civilisation outside Ireland and a burial custom associated with that civilisation. 
Name: ___________________________________
Burial Custom: ____________________________________________________

15. Name two types of tomb from Neolithic Ireland. 
a) __________________________________________
b) __________________________________________
16. Name two metals which were mixed together to make bronze. _______________________________________________________

17. Name two types of tomb from Bronze Age Ireland 
a) ___________________________________
b) ___________________________________
18. Put the following periods of history in the correct order. Please start with the earliest.

Iron Age; Stone Age; Bronze Age.

1……………………………….

2……………………………….

3………………………………
19. Explain two of the following terms relating to Bronze Age & Iron Age Ireland: 

Druid;  Tuath;  Fulacht Fiadh;  Bard; Crannóg: Ogham; Portal Dolmen; Soutterain
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
20. What metal did the Celts bring to Ireland? ______________________________


21. In Celtic times, what were the Aos Dana? _________________________________________________________________________________
22. Why were cattle important to the Celts? ______________________________________________________________________________


23. In relation to the Celts, what was the ‘Tanaiste’? ________________________________________________________________


24. In relation to the Celts, what was the ‘Derbhfine’.

_________________________________________________________________

25. Name two important Celtic festivals. 
a) __________________________________________
b) __________________________________________


26. What was a ringfort? ____________________________________________________________________________

27. Explain one of the following terms relating to a monastery in early Christian Ireland.

Oratory; Beehive Cell; Scriptorium; Refectory
_______________________________________________________________________ 
28. Name a monastic site from Early Christian Ireland and the saint associated with it. ___________________________________________________

29. What was the role of the abbot in a monastery? ____________________________________________________________________

30. Name two important functions of the round tower in the early Christian monastery? _________________________________________________________________________
31. Name one work of art produced by monks in early Christian Ireland. ___________________________________________________


32. In a medieval town what was ‘curfew’? ___________________________________________________________________________________
33. In a medieval town what was a ‘guild’? ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________________________________
34. During the Middle Ages, what was a ‘serf’? ___________________________________________________________________________________
35. In medieval times, what was a ‘Charter’? ___________________________________________________________________________________
36. Name two stages in the training of a knight in the Middle Ages. 
i) _________________________________
ii) _________________________________
37. In relation to a Medieval Castle, explain one of the following terms: 

                                           Moat; Curtain Walls; Keep; Portcullis; Turret
                __________________________________________________________________________
38. Explain two of the following terms relating to a medieval monastery:

Cloister; Abbot; Refectory; Chapter House; Dormitory; Almoner
______________________________________________________________________________

39. Name one service which medieval monasteries provided to local people. 

____________________________________________________________________________

40. In the Middle Ages, what was the ‘Black Death’? _____________________________________________________________________________

41. Name two stages in the training of a medieval craftsman. 
a) _____________________________________________
b) _____________________________________________

42. What was ‘jousting’? _______________________________________________________________________________

43. Name one Renaissance artist that you have studied and one of his works. 

Writer: ........................................................................................................................…………

Work: ...................................................................................................................………….. 
44. Name one Renaissance writer that you have studied and one of his works. 

Writer: ........................................................................................................................…………

Work: ...................................................................................................................………….. 
45. Mention one development in Science or Medicine during the Renaissance. ___________________________________________

46. Name one Renaissance artist from outside Italy and one of his works. 
Name: ________________________________
Work: _____________________________________

47. Give two reasons why the Renaissance began in Italy. 
a) ______________________________________________________________________________
b) ______________________________________________________________________________
48. What was a patron? Name one patron of artists during the Renaissance. 
Explanation: ___________________________________________________________
Name of Patron: ________________________________________________________
49. Mention one reason why the invention of the printing press was so important. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
50. Name one feature of Renaissance architecture. ___________________________________________________________________________________

51. Mention one scientific theory developed during the Renaissance. _________________________________________________________________________________
52. Explain two of the following terms relating to the Renaissance:
                         Fresco;       Sfumato;       Perspective;      Humanism.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

53. Mention two dangers faced by sailors during voyages of exploration __________________________________________

__________________________________________

54. State two reasons why European leaders were willing to support and fund exploration during the 15th  and  16th  Centuries. 
a) _______________________________________________________________________________
b) _______________________________________________________________________________ 
55. Name two superstitions (fears) sailors had at the time of the Age of Exploration.
a) _________________________________________________________________________
b) _________________________________________________________________________

56. Name one invention relating to navigation developed during the Age of Exploration. _______________________________________________________________

57. Name one new type of ship developed during the Age of Exploration. _______________________________________________________________

58. During the age of exploration, who were the ‘Conquistadores’? __________________________________________________________________________

59. Name one explorer and the sea route discovered by that explorer: 

Name: ______________________________________

Sea Route: ________________________________________


60.  Give two reasons (Abuses within the Church) why reformers wished to reform the Catholic Church during the 16th Century. 

i) ________________________________________________________________________

ii) ________________________________________________________________________

61. Name one reformer whom you have studied and mention one of his important teachings.  

Reformer:.....................................................................................................

Teaching: ..................................................…....................................................  
62. Explain what is meant by the term ‘Reformation’. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
63. Name one reformer from outside Germany and one of his beliefs. 
Name: ______________________________________
Belief: ___________________________________________________________________________________

64. In relation to the Reformation, explain what each of these: 
Counter-Reformation: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Inquisition: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

65. State two consequences of the Reformation for Ireland. 
a) _______________________________________________________________________________
b) _______________________________________________________________________________

66. Choose one of the following terms from the history of the  Reformation and explain it. 

95 Theses;        Papal Bull;     Predestination

_______________________________________________________________________________


67. Name one plantation in Ireland and the ruler who carried it out. 

Plantation: ...................................................................................................................………….   

Ruler:        .............................................................................................................……….…

68. Mention one result of a named plantation that you have studied. 

Plantation: ...................................................................................................................…………. 

Result: .................................................................................................................…..………. 
69. In relation to Plantations in Ireland what was meant by the ‘Protestant Ascendancy’? __________________________________________________________________________

70. In relation to the Ulster Plantation in Ireland, explain one of the following terms:

Undertaker; Loyal Irish; Servitor

                 ________________________________________________________________________


71. In the case of one of the revolutions which broke out in America or France or Ireland in the 

18th Century, name a leader associated with that revolution and name an event which took place  
during it. 

Leader:  _____________________________________________________
Event: _________________________________________________

72. In the case of America or France or Ireland in the eighteenth century, give two reason why a 

revolution happened.  
Country: ________________________ 

Reason 1: ______________________________________________________________________
Reason 2: ______________________________________________________________________
73. Put the following events in the correct order.  Please start with the earliest. 

         French Revolution;  The 1798 Rebellion;  The American War of Independence. 

1  …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2  …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3  ………………………………………………………………………………………….........
74. Explain one of the following terms from the Age of Revolutions: 

Boston Tea Party;        Guillotine;       United Irishmen. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
75. Explain one way in which Ireland was affected by the French Revolution. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

76. In relation to the French Revolution, what was the ‘Reign of Terror’? ___________________________________________________________________________________


77. Mention one invention during the Industrial Revolution and give one reason why this

invention was important. 

Invention: ....................................................................................................................…………. 

Importance:  ........................................................................................................….……………   ............................................................................................................................…..………
78. Give one reason why the Industrial Revolution began in Britain. _______________________________________________________________________________

79. What was the significance of the Enclosure Acts during the Agricultural Revolution? ___________________________________________________________________________________

80. Describe the contribution that one of the following made to the Industrial Revolution. 
                 James Hargreaves;      George Stephenson;     John MacAdam
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
81. Mention one change in farming during the Agricultural Revolution in Britain. ________________________________________________________________

82. Give two factors that made the Industrial Revolution possible. 
a) _______________________________________________________
b) _______________________________________________________

83. Name two developments in the Transport Revolution. 
i) _____________________________________________
ii) _____________________________________________

84. Why was steam power so important to the success of the Industrial Revolution in Britain? _________________________________________________________________________

85. Mention two facts about housing and living conditions for workers in towns in Britain during the 

Industrial Revolution. 
a) ___________________________________________________________________________
b) ___________________________________________________________________________
86. Why were even the poorest people reluctant to enter the work houses during the Great Famine? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
87. What was the Blight during the 1840s in Ireland?

...............................................................................................................................…..…
88. Explain one of the following terms in relation to the Famine in 1840’s Ireland. 

Coffin ships;       Blight;       Soup Kitchen

__________________________________________________________________________
89. What effect did the Famine (1845-1850) have on the Irish population (two effects)?
a) ______________________________________________________________________ 
b) ______________________________________________________________________
90. Give two reasons why Unionists opposed Home Rule. 
a) __________________________________________________________________________
b) __________________________________________________________________________


91. What was the ‘Solemn League & Covenant’ 1912? ___________________________________________________________________________

92. Who founded Sinn Fein in 1905? ___________________________________

93. Name one important leader in the struggle for Irish Independence, 1900 – 1923. ___________________________________________________

94. Name one leader of the 1916 Easter Rising. ________________________________________________________
        95. Why were only twenty-seven TDs present at the meeting of the First Dáil on the 21 January
1919?
_________________________________________________________________________________
95. Choose two of the following terms from the Irish War of Independence and explain it. 

                                        Flying column;     Auxiliaries;       The Squad.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
96. Name two things that the Cumann na nGaedhael Government did to establish law and order in the 1920’s. 
a) ______________________________________________________________________________
b) ______________________________________________________________________________

97. What political party was founded by Eamon DeValera in 1926? _____________________________________________


98. What was the Shannon Scheme? ___________________________________________________________________________


99. What action did Eamon deValera take against the Blueshirts in 1933? ______________________________________________________________________


100.  State one reason why Irishmen went to fight in the Spanish Civil War. _____________________________________________________________________________


101. Name two terms of the Anglo-Irish Agreement, 1938. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

102. Name one political leader in Northern Ireland since 1920. _______________________________________________________________
103. Write down one fact about Ireland during the ‘Emergency’ 1939-1945. _____________________________________________________________________
104. Give one reason why Ireland was neutral during the Second World War, 1939 – 1945. ______________________________________________________________________________

105. During the ‘Emergency’, what was the Compulsory Tillage Scheme? ______________________________________________________________________________

106. What was the Mother & Child Scheme proposed by Dr. Noel Browne? _______________________________________________________________________________
107. What contribution did T.K. Whitaker make to Ireland in the 1960’s? ______________________________________________________________________________

108. Give the names of two Presidents of Ireland between 1938 and 1985.                                                                 i) _________________________________ ______                                                                                                                   ii) _______________________________________

109. Who was the first Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, appointed in 1969? ___________________________________________________

110. Who founded the Democratic Unionist Party in Northern Ireland? _____________________________________

111. State one reason why Unionists opposed the Sunningdale Agreement, 1973. ___________________________________________________________________________

112. What two other countries joined the EEC with Ireland in 1973? __________________________________________________________________

113. Why was the League of Nations founded in 1919? __________________________________________________________________________________


114. Give two reasons why Germany was unhappy with the Treaty of Versailles, 1919. 
a) ______________________________________________________________________
b) ______________________________________________________________________

115. What was the Wall Street Crash of 1929? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

116. What was ‘Kristallnacht’? _________________________________________________________________________________


117. What happened on the ‘Night of the Long Knives’ in 1934? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

118. Name two actions taken by Hitler to become dictator of Germany. 
a) ______________________________________________________________________________
b) ______________________________________________________________________________

119. What was ‘appeasement’? _______________________________________________________________________________

120. During the Second World War, what was the ‘Blitz’? ________________________________________________________________________________

121. What British Prime Minister attended the Munich Conference in 1938? ______________________________________________

122. What was the ‘Maginot Line’? __________________________________________________________________________________

123. What leader was known as ‘Der Fuhrer’? _________________________________________________________

124. What leader was known as ‘Il Duce’? _________________________________________________________


125. Name one important change in the lives of women during the 20th Century. _____________________________________________________________________

126. Name two countries invaded by Germany in 1940. 
a) _______________________________
b) _______________________________

127. Mention the name of one country that you have learned about in International Relations in the Twentieth Century and name a leader associated with that country.

Country:......................................................................................................................

Leader:   ..............................................................….................................................…

128. Write down one major event that you studied in International Relations in the Twentieth Century and give one reason why this event was important.

Event: ......................................................................................................................……

Importance: ...............................................................…..........................................…..
129. From your study of International Relations in the Twentieth Century, explain two of the

following terms:

Fascism;    Colonialism;   Propaganda;   Cold War;   Common Market; Holocaust; Superpower
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
130. From your study of International Relations in the 20th Century, explain two of the following terms: 
                 Iron Curtain;    Treaty of Rome;     Imperialism;      dictator;        democracy.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
131. From your study of International Relations in the Twentieth Century, give one reason why Fascism or Nazism were popular between 1922 and 1939. __________________________________________________________________________________
132. Give one reason why there was division in Europe after 1945. ________________________________________________________________________________

133. What was ‘containment’ in relation to the Cold War? _________________________________________________________________________________

134. Explain the term ‘Decolonisation’. ________________________________________________________________________________
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