The American Revolution & War of Independence
1765 – 1782
Background
· 13 Colonies of America founded by the British

· 1st colony founded in Virginia in 1607

· After wars over control of Canada & America, the British needed to raise revenue to pay for maintaining armies in America. 

· The British decided to tax certain goods in America: 

· The Stamp Act (1765) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Townshend Act (1767) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Americans were furious at these taxes. “No taxation without Representation” became their motto. They felt the British had no right to tax them as they were so far from Britain. This led to a number of clashes between American Colonists & British soldiers and other incidents:

· The Boston Massacre (1770) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Boston Tea Party (1773) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After these incidents, the British decided to try to bring the colonies under control. They introduced a group of Acts together to try to get control on the situation in America: 

· The Intolerable Acts (1774) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part II: The Americans Organise:

1st Continental Congress (1774)
In 1774, the governors of all 13 colonies met together in Philadelphia to decide how to respond to this increase in British taxation & oppression. They formulated the idea of combining their efforts, while condemning the oppressive nature of British rule. 

2nd Continental Congress (1775) 

The Governors of the 13 American colonies meet again in Philadelphia to organise a Continental Army to fight the British Army in America. George Washington is appointed Commander – in – Chief of this Continental Army.
3rd Continental Congress (1776) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part III: The Americans & British Engage in War
1st engagement at Lexington: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Battle of Saratoga (

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Winter at Valley Forge ( 177

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Battle of Charleston (1780) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Battle of Yorktown (1781) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Timeline of American Revolution & War of Independence
1765                     The Stamp Act – British imposed tax on official documents in America e.g.  
                                                                                             wills and birth/marriage certificates
       1767                     The Townshend Act – British imposed a tax on goods imported   
                                                                                     into America. Tea & glass were taxed.     
             1770                      Boston Massacre – 6 ‘Patriots’ killed by redcoats during a minor 
                                                                                                              protest at British taxation
1773                      Boston Tea Party – Americans dressed as Native Americans raid 

                                                                      ships in Boston harbour, throwing £10,000 

                                                                                                  worth of tea into the harbour.
                        1774                    The Intolerable Acts - 
                                                          1st Continental Congress – Governors of 13 colonies meet 
                                                                                                                                   in Philadelphia. 
                               1775                      2nd Continental Congress – Governors of 13 colonies 
                                                                            meet again in Philadelphia.  George Washington 
                                                                                                  appointed Commander – in - Chief of the
                                                                                                                        American Continental Army
                                     1776                        American Declaration of Independence – Thomas 
                                                                          
              Jefferson presents a document declaring the 

                                                                             

    Independence of the 13 colonies, labelling 

                                                                              


                     King George III a ‘tyrant’. 


Battle of Lexington, French join war                            1777
against British Occupation of American 

Colonies                                                                               
Winter at Valley Forge                                                    1778

                                                                                          1779

Battle of Charleston                                                                1780
Battle of Yorktown                                                                     1781
1782 – British formally recognise the independence of the USA in the Treaty of Versailles in Paris.





American War of Independence begins.
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