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1. Theobald Wolfe Tone was born in 1763 in Dublin, the son of Protestant parents in a middle class family. He studied Law in Trinity College Dublin and qualified as a barrister at the age of 26 in King’s Inn. He married Matilda Witherington.


2. Tone’s interest in Law lead him to write a pamphlet entitled ‘An Argument on Behalf of Catholics in Ireland’ in September 1791, in which he attacked the ruling class of Ireland and expressed the hope for religious equality. In October 1791, he set up the Society of United Irishmen with Thomas Russell and Napper Tandy in Belfast. This organisation sought to create religious equality in Ireland and to strengthen the power of people in Ireland. Tone and the United Irishmen wanted to break all connection with the British in order to achieve this equality. 
3. In the beginning, the Society of United Irishmen was made up mostly of Protestants, but it began to attract Catholics more and more. It also opened branches in Dublin and elsewhere in Ireland. 


4. Like many other young people of this time, Tone was heavily influenced by the French Revolution. He saw an opportunity for progress in Ireland, hoping to bring equality and modernity to Ireland. Tone believed that only revolution would bring about equality and harmony in Ireland, instead of parliamentary reform that Grattan sought. 
5. The British Government realised the threat to their rule in Ireland and quickly began stoking and encouraging religious intolerance in Ireland to prevent a large scale support for independence. They did this through the newly-formed Orange Order. The British Government also banned the Society of United Irishmen. Tone went to USA and France seeking help.
6. In France, Tone persuaded the French to send 15,000 troops under General Hoche. Tone travelled back to Ireland with Hoche and his men and arrived in Bantry Bay in December 1796. Most of the ships were blown off course by bad weather and prevented most of the soldiers from landing. 
7. Shortly after the 1798 Rebellion, Tone went to Lough Swilly in Co. Donegal with a small French force. The English seized the ships and Tone was captured and imprisoned. He was sentenced to death but committed suicide before he could be executed. 

8. Tone was the first to state that Ireland should be an independent Republic, as he was influenced by the French Revolution. Many would follow in his footsteps including Emmet in 1803 and the Rebels of 1916. He is known as the ‘Father of Irish Republicanism’. 
